Sample questions for AS language orals

Youth culture
· Music
What sort of music don’t you like ?
What’s your favourite instrument ?
Do people do enough music in school ?
What sorts of music are particularly popular among young people at the moment ?
Do you think young people are more interested in music than adults are ?
Are pop stars good or bad role models  for young people ?
How do you get hold of the music you listen to ?
Do you think downloading music should be free or chargeable ?
What is your view on rap / hip hop / jazz etc ?
Is it the tune, the lyrics or the rhythm that is the most important thing in music ?
Why do young people like to listen to their music so loud ?
Is it possible to work while listening to music ?
Why can young people’s choice of music irritate their parents or older people ?
What do you think of the atmosphere in pop concerts ?
What attracts young people to festivals like Reading or Glastonbury ?

· Fashion
What is fashionable at the moment ?  What do you think of this trend ?
Are there lots of different styles among young people at the moment ?
What influences fashion most: music, media, celebrities or fashion houses ?
Can you become a slave to fashion / a fashion victim ?
Can one remain  totally unaware / ignorant of fashion trends ?
What do you think of the big name fashion designers ?
What do you think of fashion parades / zero sized models / celebrity models ?
Do people spend too much time and money on designer labels and fashion goods ?
Are there any fashions and trends that seem ridiculous to you ?
Do the media play a large part in creating or popularising fashion styles ?
Is fashion too sexualised ?
What do you think of the image of men / women in clothes advertising ?
Does the world of fashion constantly renew itself, or is it cyclical ?
Are clothes the only real way that fashions express themselves ?

· Technology
Are all computers the same ?
Is the internet a work tool or just a form of entertainment ?
Can people become addicted to the internet ?
What are the dangers of online services ?
What is your view on computer crime ?
Is cyber bullying a real problem for young people ?
What are the attractions and dangers of social networks such as Facebook ?
Should parents be aware of what their children are doing on their computers ?
Is it necessary or even possible to censor the internet ?
What are the differences between Facebook and Twitter ?
Why are young people so attached to their mobile phones ?
Is the popularity of mobile phones just another example of the generation gap ?
Is it necessary to be in constant communication with one’s friends ?
Does SMS texting have a bad effect on spelling ?
Are there generally accepted rules for using mobile phones in public ?
Do you see why the use of mobile phones can be irritating for certain people in certain situations ?
Are mobile phones potentially dangerous because of microwave emissions ?
Is a mobile phone an essential item or a fashion article ?
Is it a good thing that mobile phones are so much more capable, with GPS, video and music ?
How do you envisage the future of the mobile phone ?
What do you think of e-books ?
Are reality t.v. programmes any good ?
Do young people actually listen to the radio any longer ?

· Relationships
Is the traditional idea of the family disappearing nowadays ?
Is marriage necessary ?  Should people be encouraged to get married instead of living together ?
Has it become too easy to obtain a divorce ?
Has the role of parents become more difficult nowadays ?
Is there a conflict between the generations ?
Is it easier to bring up boys or  girls ?
What are the differences between the role of a father and mother in bringing up children ?
Do children suffer from being in single parent families ?
What are parents’ main concerns regarding their children ?
What do young people find most irritating about their parents ?
Can a young person exist without a friendship group ?
Is group influence positive or negative ?  In what areas particularly ?
Can one be “just a friend” with someone of the opposite sex ?
What qualities do you look for in a friend ?

· Drink, drugs and sex
Is it true that young people drink too much alcohol ?
Should the government increase or decrease the legal age for buying alcohol ?
Is enough done in schools to teach children about the dangers of alcohol ?
What is the parents’ role as far as young people and alcohol are concerned ?
Is alcohol too cheap or too easily accessible ?
Is alcohol more or less dangerous that cannabis or extasy ?
Should we legalise soft drugs ?
Is it easy for young people to get hold of drugs ?
What role does the peer group play amongst young people in their use of  alcohol or drugs ?
Is drug experimentation understandable, necessary or just dangerous ?
Is it easy to say no ?
Is sex education at school necessary or effective ?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Do young people learn more about sex from parents, schools or their peer group ?
People say that young children are becoming sexually aware too young.  Do you agree ?
What is the role of the media / celebrities on young people’s perception of sex ?
Do young people have enough information about sexuality and contraception ?
Many girls become teenage mothers: is this a problem ?
Is virginity an outdated concept ?



Lifestyle, health and fitness
· Sport and exercise
Is sport always good for a person’s health ?
Can one stay fit without doing sport ?
Is it always possible to do enough physical exercise ?
Is there enough sport done in schools ?
Does gender equality exist in sport ?
Is boxing a legitimate form of sport ?
Is there a big difference between sport done for leisure or for competition ?
Which are better: team sports or individual sports ?
What values do sports teach us ?
Do you think  there is too much violence in sport ?
Are professional sportsmen paid too much ?
Are drugs in sport really a problem ?
Are sports stars a good role model for young people ?
Is there a famous sportsman / woman that you admire  or hate ?
How can one explain the hooliganism sometimes found among football crowds ?
What is your view of the Olympics / the football World Cup ?

· Food and diet
Is  anorexia / bulimia / obesity a real problem ?
What do you think of vegetarians ?
What do you think of extreme forms of dieting (eg the Atkins diet) ?
Why is fast food so popular ?
Should all McDonalds restaurants be closed ?
Is it important to learn to cook ?
Who is more important in teaching young people to eat well: parents or schools ?
Are there countries where people eat better / worse than in England ?
Can one really force people to eat what they don’t like but which is good for them ?
Is the government doing enough to encourage healthy eating ?
Is school food healthy ?

· Health issues
Do young people generally pay enough attention to their health ?
What can cause stress among young people ?
Is there any particular medical condition that particularly concerns you ?
Do you think a cure for cancer / AIDS will ever be found ?
Are young people sufficiently aware / informed of potential threats to their health ?
Do you trust the medical system here in the UK ?
How could the government  improve the medical system in the UK ?
Are there countries where the medical system is better / cheaper than in the UK ?
Is private medicine justifiable ?
Will we be healthier or less healthy in future ?
Are we doing enough to help handicapped / chronically ill (=long term) / old people ?



Education and employment
· Education: schooling
What would you change in your school ?
What would the ideal school be like ?
What makes a good teacher ?
Is discipline important in a school ?
People talk about violence in schools: is this a real problem ?
Are all subjects taught in school equally valuable ?
What motivates pupils ?
Are there too many exams in the educational system ?
Do you think exams are becoming easier ?
Do teachers listen to pupils enough ?
What causes pupils stress ?
Is there enough sport / theatre / music  done in schools ?
Up to what age should schooling be compulsory ?
Should the government provide financial assistance to parents  for their children’s education ?
Should schools be more / less selective ?
What is your view of private schools ?
Would you prefer to be a day pupil or a boarder ?

· Educational policy and student issues
Is it really necessary to go to university ?
Should university tuition be free for all students ?
What do you think of the government’s policy to see 75% of young people in university ?
Is university for everyone ?
Why are there so many students who drop out of their courses ?
What reasons are there for going to university apart from study ?
What thoughts might guide your choice of university ?
Is it a good idea to study abroad ?
Can one study and have a job at the same time ?

· The world of work
Have you ever done work experience / a course / had a job ?
Do you think it will be easy for you to find a job ?
Is it the government’s role to help young people find jobs ?
Are benefits necessary, or do they just encourage people do do nothing ?
Are there areas in the economy that offer more / fewer job opportunities ?
Do you think that unemployment will increase or decrease in future ?
Does gender equality exist in the workplace ?
What is more important to you in choosing a job: career, salary or satisfaction ?
Do you agree with the idea of a minimum legal wage ?
Is it better to spend years at university or to start a job and learn on the job ?
How should one prepare for a job interview ?
Which is more important between qualifications and experience ?
Is immigration a good thing for the jobs market ?





The world around us
· Environmental issues and the French speaking world
Global warming: myth or reality ?
Global warming: is it now too late to solve the problem ?
Will renewable energy be enough to satisfy our needs ?
France produces much of its electricity through nuclear power: is this a good thing ?
Intensive agriculture in France and elsewhere pollutes through its use of chemical fertiliser: is this a real problem ?
Are genetically modified crops  beneficial or dangerous ?
Will Gualdeloupe and Martinique suffer from hurricanes caused by atmospheric warming ?
Will Réunion be swamped by rising sea levels ?
Will francophone African countries be affected by desertification and lack of drinking water ?

· Tourism, tourist information, travel and transport
Do prefer holidays on the beach, in the mountains, in the country or in towns ?
What sort of holidays are best in your opinion ?
Are package holidays better than ones you have organised yourself ?
Do tour operators’ brochures always tell the truth ?
Why are cruises so popular nowadays ?
What makes a region attractive to tourists ?
Why does France attract so many tourists ?
Is tourism positive or negative for a region or a country ?
Does mass tourism have an effect on the environment ?
More and more people are travelling by plane: is this a good thing ?
What do you think of budget airlines such as Easy Jet or Ryanair ?
Are you for or against the expansion of major airports such as Heathrow and Gatwick ?
Is travelling by train better than by car or by plane ?
Will we be able to use cars in the future as we do at present ?
Is the electric car the solution to our future  problems ?
Do bicycles and cycle paths offer a real solution to urban congestion ?
What do you think of self service cycles in towns ?  Could one do the same with small cars ?
Should we invest more in motorways or the rail networks ?
What do you think of congestion charges in towns ?

· Weather
Is the world’s climate really changing ?
Are there areas of the world that are more at risk than others ?
Is our weather being affected by global warming ?
Do you agree that global warming is a man-made phenomenon ?

· Pollution and recycling
How can we reduce air pollution in big cities ?
Why do fossil fuels produce so much pollution ?
Can noise be a source of pollution ?
Are 2 week rubbish collections better than weekly ones ?
Can one force people to recycle ?
Are paper and glass recycling effective and sufficient ?
Ho should be responsible for the litter and rubbish in our city streets ?
Are we too selfish to dispose of our waste in a responsible manner ?
Do you agree with the restrictions on plastic bags in supermarkets ?
Why do we use so little bio-degradable packaging ?
How should we encourage the development of organic agriculture and products ?
Are you concerned about sea pollution ?
Is nuclear a clean form of energy ?
Should we increase taxes for producers of pollution ?






 















