AS French oral exam Edexcel FR01

· Notes from INSET
Test time 8-10 minutes “evenly divided”, but in reality <3 mins is acceptable for part A.
The list of possible areas for debate inside the General Topic Areas is not exclusive (eg reality television), and there is some overlap possible (eg drink, drugs and sex are young people’s issue as well as health and fitness, but the nature of the questions asked might be different).  Beware straying (eg school food is not part of school topic).
More than one single GTA is preferable in a centre to avoid examiner fatigue/ insanity.
See list of possible questions, but the oral exam is not a question and answer session, but rather a discussion, involving reaction and counter-argument, justification, exemplification and hypothesis.
· Section A
Questions 1 and 2 are factual.  Do not give a personal reaction to these.  A partial lift of information from the passage and some manipulation are adequate.  No need to fill 2 minutes between these questions.  Question 2 often has 2 parts (eg advantages and disadvantages), so ensure that all the relevant information is offered.
Questions 3 and 4 should see the candidate engage in a mini debate with him/herself.  No supplementary questions may be asked by the examiner.  Consider the pros and cons of the questions (some people say..., but others think..., because...,  but I think....).  Stories from personal experience allow further development (I have a friend who...).
Rules for section A
No rephrasing of the question (though vous into tu is acceptable).  All questions must be asked in order, even if the answer to question 1 (for example) steps on question 2, in which case “as I have already mentioned...” should be the approach taken by the candidate.
One repetition of the question is acceptable, but more than one will impact on marks.  If a candidate launches forth into irrelevance, then the examiner must let him/her continue.
· Section B
[bookmark: _GoBack]A minimum of 2 further subtopics must be used from the GTA, ideally linked in some way (eg music and fashion, or perhaps  going out, drinking and relationships).
If section A was less than 4 minutes long, then section B must extend to at least 8 minutes (and preferably the full 10 minutes available).
There is no requirement to show knowledge of the francophone world, although comparisons between UK and France might be useful in the education topic.

AS oral marking and assessment criteria

Quality of language 	(16 marks) is assessed through accuracy and range (see below):
Accuracy (8 marks)	 pronunciation and intonation (spontaneity helps), verb forms, adjective agreement (sections A and B).
Range (8 marks)	grammar and lexis: tense, mood, idiom, function ( exemplify, explain, justify, compare, agree and disagree), relatives and subordinates, vocabulary both general and topic specific (sections A and B).
Response  (20 marks)	comprehension, fluency, spontaneity (don’t recite pre-learned material, but try to restructure this) development and initiative by candidate.  Examiner should force the candidate to justify, exemplify, surmise, agree, disagree, explain, define and hypothesise.  Candidate develops and sustains discussion with some fluency (sections A and B).
Understanding 	(14 marks is assessed separately through stimulus and general (see below):
Stimulus (4 marks)	Correct, full and detailed answers (section A only).
General (10 marks)	Depth of discussion, analysis and thought past GCSE required.  Abstraction and Big Picture thinking, not simplistic narration and personalisation all the time.  Awareness of wider issues, own thoughts, opinions and judgements (section B only).

Total 50 marks (60UMS)
It is understood that AS candidates are only 1 year past GCSE, and so A2 fluency is not required at this level.
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